The objective behind the establishment of the BLASTMAN database was to provide an opportunity for people to get data about the properties of individual magnets. There are several requirements if we are to achieve the objective:

· One to get the proper data into the database;

· Two make sure that it is current; and 

· Three provide the means for accessing the data. 

The methods for satisfying the first two objectives seem to be in hand. What is lacking is a simple way, for any potential user, of retrieving data from the database. 

Let us consider, for convenience, two classes of users., The first has a need for a well defined class of data to be retrieved from the data base. This is someone using the measured multipoles or survey data for an optics calculation or for tracking. The second type of potential user is someone who spontaneously wants to retrieve a particular datum from the data base. An example would be a person who what to know when magnet TQijk was removed from the tunnel. 

The first user is easily satisfied. The required data are to be formatted in a known way. The retrieval might, and probably does require the user to specify a small number of predetermined parameters such as the date, magnet current, etc. The selection of the values for the parameters can be chosen from lists and applied to existing procedures. The data base is accessed and a report in the chosen format is produced. 

Over time the parameter selection lists will change and the number of different procedures will grow, as will the number of output formats. None the less I see this as a fairly static mode, and easily managed. 

The needs of the “spontaneous user” require careful planning if they are to be satisfied in a way that encourages that user to make use of the data base.
 If the user can’t obtain the information they need, easily and without knowledge of the data base structure or the access language (e.g. SQL) then the BLASTMAN data base will consigned to the great heap of write only data bases. 

Let me describe an example of how a “spontaneous user” /might/ access the data base. 

Let me assume that I want to know all the magnets that have ever been installed in the A12 half cell in the Tevatron. A person should be able to retrieve the data by performing steps 

1. Access BLASTMAN from the web. 

2. Click on “Retrieve Data” 

3. Select Tevatron from a list of machines (all machines will be an option). 

4. Select from a list of available data. The list might include (The items will be dependent on the selection in step 3): 

· Multipoles 

· Location 

· Quench 

· Survey 

· Comments 

5. Based on the selections made in step 4 additional options are offered as for example, if I choose to select Tevatron magnets by location I will be asked to enter the locations for which I want to select magnets, in this case A12 

6. Multiple items may be selected with their own selection options. 

7. An option is offered to choose a date, several dates, a date interval or all dates. 

8. When the selection is finished the instructions are committed and the data retrieved. The data format will depend on the nature of the data selected. 

The interface described here is only an attempt to describe how I feel the user should be able to access the data base. I hold no brief on the details of how it is accomplished but the methods should be as simple and direct as those I have outlined here. 

� There is no way of anticipating what data this user will need from the data base.








